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The HVBA VBS              
Associational team has 

been hard at work. 

Due to concerns over 
hosting an in-person 

VBS training this year, 

they have decided to 

do a digital training. 
With 11 different 

members of the team 

every area of VBS is 
being covered. You 

can check out the list 

of areas covered and 
the teachers in the 

chart below. Each 

member has filmed a 

video segment which 
will all be compiled on 

a USB drive to be sent 

to all VBS directors in 
the association. The 

videos will also be 

posted on the HVBA 
Facebook page and 

website 

(hvbaptist.org). No 

matter what              
curriculum your 

church is using the    

videos will provide tips 
and tricks to make 

your VBS     
better. These 

videos will be 

helpful for 
the person 

who has                

participated 

in VBS for 
many years as 

well as ones 

new to               
working in VBS. The 

hope is that each 

church VBS director 
will be able to use 

these videos to train 

their workers. The 

USB drives will be 
mailed out in late 

April, so if your VBS              

director or church 
does not receive one 

by early May please 
contact our office so 

we can be sure to get 

one to you. The VBS 
team is excited to still 

be able to minister 

and share their 

knowledge this year in 
hopes that every 

church has a                        

successful VBS!  

Introduction/HVBA VBS Leader Mitch Russell (Church Hill First) 

VBS Directors   Jill Price (Church Hill First)  

Preschool   Amanda Alvis (Shady Grove) 

Children   Christa Wenger (Oak Grove) 

Middle School   Melissa Montgomery (Church Hill First) 

Youth    Ramona Adams (Oak Grove) 

Crafts & Missions   Carla Roberts (McPheeters Bend) 

Recreation   Forrest Gladson (Choptack) 

Music  Josh Wenger (Oak Grove) 

COVID Friendly Ideas  Becky Little (East Rogersville)  



 

May I ask, how are you 

equipping your leaders? 

How are you training your 

leadership to lead?          

According to Lifeway           

Research in 2012, only 1 

out of 4 churches train their 

leadership! Friends, this 

cannot be! Ephesians 4 calls 

pastors and teachers to 

equip the body for works of 

service so that òevery        

supporting ligament grows 

and builds itself up in love, 

as each part does its work.ó 

So, the equipping is both 

related to the design and 

the health of your church. 

While I recognize that 

teaching and training takes 

form in many ways, I would 

like to introduce you to a 

very practical tool you can 

use to develop your        

teachers, deacons, and     

leaders of various ministries

--Ministry Grid. Ministry 

Grid is an online training 

platform developed and 

hosted by Lifeway with the 

purpose to help you equip 

your church leadership. 

They do this by providing 

pre-recorded training videos 

for a variety of purposes, 

such as student ministry, 

Sunday school, pastoral 

leadership, menõs, womenõs, 

and senior adult ministry 

just to name a few.              

According to Ministry Grid 

they have 3,000+               

development videos by     

experienced ministry            

leaders. It is all web-based 

and can be accessed              

anytime, anywhere from                        

ministrygrid.com. This is 

good for you and for your 

leaders as they can              

participate in development 

at their leisure. So, how can 

your church use this           

resource? Over the last two 

years Iõve used it for Sunday 

school teacher development 

taking our leaders through 

best practices of reaching,   

teaching, and ministering to 

their classes as well as              

various theology modules. If 

your church uses any digital 

curriculum from Lifeway, 

Ministry Grid is coming 

your way soon, as Lifeway 

announced that all digital 

curriculum will be moved to 

this platform later this year 

as a subscription service.      
There are many ways you 

could use this resource at 

your church. Do you need a 

way to brief your leaders on 

church security and abuse 

prevention? Youõll find  

modules on that in Ministry 

Grid. Interested in seminary 

classes? Youõll find some 

free ones on there as well 

from Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. Is 

there a class or workshop 

that you find yourself         

repeating year after year? 

You can even create your 

own content to share,        

assign, and track the leaderõs 

progress on your                  

administrator dashboard.   
All of these resources come 

at a cost of $600 each year, 

but if you can catch it on 

sale, you get to lock in that 

price for as long as you  

renew! If you're interested 

in how this resource can 

help your church, check out 

MinistryGrid.com or                  

contact me at webmaster 
@ridgeviewbaptist.org. Iõd 

love to talk to you about it!  

 

Nathan Lawson 

Ridgeview Baptist Church 
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The Tennessee Baptist Mission Board is hosting several Bivocational 

Ministers and Wives Banquets across the state this spring entitled 

Prayer Matters. Two will be in our area. The first on May 13th will be 

held at Mountain View Baptist Church in Johnson City. The second 

will be on May 27th at Morristown First Baptist Church. Both evenings 

will last from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. and will focus on Prayer. The cost 

is $15 per couple. You need to preregister to attend. The links to  

register are Johnson City May 13th - https://www.tnbaptist.org/.../

bivocational-ministers.../ and Morristown May 27th - https://

www.tnbaptist.org/.../bivocational-ministers.../. You may also stop by 

our office to pick up a brochure about the dinner. 

Bivocational Ministers & Wives Dinner  
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I have been taking a 

class through the 

Heartbeat International 

Academy called             

ConCERT which stands 

for Consultant             

Continuing Education, 
Renewal and                  

Training.  It is an            

advanced distance 

learning class designed 

to train Pregnancy Help 

Center workers. The 

class is 8 weeks and has 

several assignments to 

complete and turn in 

each week.  The class 

content changes each 

week and covers a               

variety of subjects. We 

are required to                

become familiar with 

the laws in our home 

state concerning             

abortion, mandatory 

reporting for child 

abuse, DCS, and foster 

care.  The class has 

covered topics from 

the creation of life and 

the science that               

supports it to Godõs 

design for relationships, 

marriage and families.  

There has also been 

information on how to 

spot human trafficking, 
women in abusive                  

relationships, and how 

to effectively present 

adoption. I have 

learned so much and 

am thankful to have had 

the opportunity to take 

the class. The class also 

allows me to be able to 

apply to be a Life          
Affirming Specialist 

which is a designation 

awarded by Heartbeat 

International. Outside 

The Walls church            

continues to minister 

to several families from 

the Pregnancy Center. 

We plan to start   

meeting outside in 

April to provide a 

more consistent               

environment for the 

children. Also, a sweet 

mom gave birth this 

month to a baby girl.  I 

would appreciate             

prayers for that family 

and the other moms 

due in the next few 

weeks. 

Thank you 

to all the 

churches 

of the 

HVBA for 

supporting 

the            

Hawkins 

County 
Pregnancy 

Help           

Center! 

 

 

Hawkins County Pregnancy HELP Center  
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